The Communion of Saints

The occasion of his sermon was the funeral of David Brainerd
(1718-47). It was a sad funeral because Brainerd’s brief life had been
an inspiration to many Christians. He had served as a pioneer mis-
sionary to the Native American Indians of eastern Pennsylvania. After
barely a year of riding from place to place on horseback and preach-
ing the gospel, more than one hundred Indians had been converted.
But Brainerd contracted a disease and died when he was just twenty-
nine years old.

Edwards felt the loss deeply because of the apparent loss to the
cause of missions and because of his warm friendship with Brainerd,
who died in the Edwards home. Yet as America’s greatest theologian
delivered his friend’s funeral sermon, his sadness was replaced with
the joy of eternal communion with Christ:

We cannot continue always in these earthly tabernacles. They
are very frail, and will soon decay and fall. . . . Our souls must
soon leave them, and go into the eternal world. O, how infi-
nitely great will be the privilege and happiness of those, who,
at that time shall go to be with Christ in his glory . . . where
he sits on the throne, as the King of angels, and the God of the -
universe; shining forth as the Sun of that world of glory;—
there to dwell in the full, constant, and everlasting view of his
beauty and brightness; —there most freely and intimately to
converse with him, and fully to enjoy his love, as his friends
and brethren; there to share with him in the infinite pleasure
and joy which he has in the enjoyment of his Father—there
to sit with him on his throne, to reign with him in the posses-
sion of all things . . . and to join with him in joyful songs of
praise to his Father and our Father, to his God and our God
forever and ever!’

And all the saints say, “Amen. Come Lord Jesus. Come soon!”

A'?PEN‘DM

Spiritual Gifts
Questionnaire

Introduction
The Spiritual Gifts Questionnaire is designed to identify your spiri-
tual gift(s).” This appendix may be reproduced as needed.

Instructions

For each question below, enter a number in the left-hand blank to in-
dicate whether the question reflects your experience much, some, lit-
tle, or not at all. Use the following scale:

3 = much 2 = some 1 = little 0 = not at all

1. Do you feel a great amount of satisfaction performing rou-

tine tasks for God’s glory?

* 'This previously unpublished inventory is used by permission of Reverend Ronald

Steel, who developed it while on staff at Briarwood Presbyterian Church in Birm-
ingham, Alabama. It is based in part on resources from Bill Gothard’s Institute in
Basic Youth Conflicts and on C. Peter Wagner's Finding Your Spiritual Gifts:
Wagner-Modified Houts Questionnaire (Glendale, Calif.: Regal, 1995).
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. Do you have a sensitivity to recognize people’s prayer needs

before others do?

. Do you enjoy public speaking to a group?

. Are you able to provide food/lodging graciously to those in

need?

. Are you effective in persuading others to move toward

achieving biblical objectives?

. When circumstances are bleak, do you always have the

ability to see God keeping his promises to you?

. Do you know when and to whom to delegate important re-

sponsibility?

. Do you seek out unbelievers in order to win them to

Christ?

. Do you adapt easily to a different culture than your own?

10.

. Do you enjoy assisting leaders so that they can focus their

Do you effectively apply biblical truth to your own life?

energies on their primary responsibilities?

Do you manage your money well in order to give over and
above the tithe to the Lord’s work?

Can you clearly and correctly perceive the difference be-
tween truth and error immediately when statements are
made about spiritual matters?

Have you had the desire to care for the spiritual needs of a
group of people?

Have people often expressed to you how much you have
encouraged them in time of need?

For your own enjoyment, do you regularly and systemati-
cally study God’s Word?

When you hear of someone in the hospital, do you feel
challenged to go and comfort him or her?

When you hear of a job that needs to be done, are you anx-
ious to do it?
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Do you faithfully pray for others, recognizing that their ef-
fectiveness as a teacher, employer, husband, wife, etc., de-
pends on it?

Do you find it easy to organize your thoughts and explain
things to people?

Can you provide a comfortable haven for guests without
the feeling of family interruption?

Do you have a sense of direction in life and see other Chris-
tians follow you?

Do you have an unusually strong, personal assurance from
God that he will accomplish great things that may seem
impossible to others?

Are you able to organize ideas, people, things, and time for
more effective ministry?

Do you find it easy to make friends with non-Christian peo-
ple? ;

Would you like to learn another language well in order to
minister to different peoples? '

When you need to make a decision between several bibli-
cal alternatives, do you have a clear sense of which one is
best?

Do you sense the need to help other people to become
more effective in their ministry?

Do you enjoy giving to the Lord’s work without asking the
question of whether or not you can afford it right now?

Do you accurately recognize whether a teaching is of God,
Satan, or human origin?

Do you seek to protect and provide for those under your
spiritual care?

Do you find that you are a good and patient listener?

Do you study and read a great deal in order to discover bib-
lical truth?
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34. Do you feel a lot of compassion for those who are suffering
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physically and think of ways to help them?

Do you enjoy taking care of physical tasks for the church?
Do you pray a lot and enjoy it?

Do you enjoy spending time learning new biblical truths in
order to share them with others?

Do you have a knack for making strangers feel at home?
Do you enjoy leading, inspiring, and motivating others to
involve themselves in the Lord’s work?

Do you find God working in amazing ways when you en-
counter difficult circumnstances? |

Are you able to make effective and efficient plans to ac-
complish goals of the group?

Do you find yourself regularly sharing the gospel message
with nonbelievers?

Do you relate well to Christians of different races, lan-
guages, or cultures?

Do you have the ability to choose from several biblical al-
ternatives an option that usually works?

Do you enjoy doing routine tasks that lead to more effec-
tive ministry by others?

Are you really thrilled when someone asks you to help finan-
cially in some project, seeing this as a great honor or privilege?
Can you accurately distinguish between what is good and
what is evil?

Do you enjoy the responsibility for the spiritual well-being
of a group of Christians?

Do you find yourself urging others to seek a biblical solu-
tion to their affliction or suffering?

Does studying the Bible personally come easy for you?
Would you really like a regular ministry to the sick, shut-
ins, or others who are hurting?
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When someone asks a favor of you, do you feel grateful that
they asked you?

Do you see God consistently answer your prayers?

Have you been effective in communicating biblical truths
to others, which produce changes in knowledge, attitudes,
values, or conduct?

Do you take unexpected guests in stride, without apology
for how your house may look?

Have you influenced others to accomplish a particular task
or biblical purpose? ;

Has God done miraculous works for you and others in re-
sponse to your prayers?

Do you desire to help organize ministry areas and activi-
ties?

Can you explain clearly that Jesus Christ is the Savior and
see a positive response in your listeners?

Would you enjoy living in a foreign country, not just visit-
ing?

Do you feel an unusual presence of God and personal con-
fidence when important decisions need to be made?

Do you regularly look for Ways to relieve leaders of respon-
sibilities that you or others could do?

Do you give consistently and sacrificially to the Lord,
knowing he will meet your needs?

Are your perceptions of people’s motives always correct?
Do you enjoy the task of relating to the successes and fail-
ures of the same group over a long period?

Do you really get a lot of joy encouraging people who are
going through personal problems and trials?

Do you have a strong desire to study God’s Word?

Have others encouraged you to have a special ministry to-
ward the sick and suffering?
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Are you always looking for jobs to do and to get done?

Do you always take prayer requests very seriously?

When you hear a spiritual question, are you anxious to both
find and give an answer?

Do you enjoy making your home available to those in the
Lord’s service for an extended period?

Do others follow you because you have expertise regarding
the ministry of the church?

When all looks dim, do you say and do things that demon-
strate your confidence in God?

Are you effective in giving direction to and making deci-
sions for others?

Would you like to learn how to share your faith more ef-
fectively?

Do you think of the people in other cultures who have
never heard of Christ?

Do you enjoy working out solutions to complicated problems?
Would you be happy as a teacher’s aide in a Bible class?
Do you look for extra opportunities to give without hearing
any appeals?

. Do you always see through a person who is a phony before

it is evident to others?

Is it important for you to know intimately and be well
known by those you serve and guide?

Have you been effective in helping the complacent and
redirecting the wayward to face life’s reality?

Do people often recognize your ability to distinguish im-
portant facts from Scripture?

Do you desire to work with those who have physical or
mental problems in order to alleviate their suffering?

Are you able to identify and meet the needs involved in a
task in the Lord’s work?
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Is praying together with and for other Christians very mean-
ingful to you?

Do you desire to teach God’s Word regularly?

Can you provide a gracious haven for guests without a great
hassle?

Do you usually take the leadership in a group where none
exists? k
Do you believe God’s promises to a greater degree than
your Christian friends?

Does planning come easily to you?

Do you share joyfully how Christ has brought you to him-
self in a way that is meaningful to nonbelievers?

Do you have a strong desire to see peoples of other cultures
won to the Lord, and would you like to help?

Do people you recommend for positions regularly prove to
be good selections?

Have others involved in ministry sought you out to assist
them in some way?

Do you feel deeply moved to give, and do you give, when
confronted with urgent financial needs in God’s work?

Is it instantly clear to you whether a person is growing or
stagnant in his/her spiritual life?

99. Are you able to restore persons who have wandered away

—__100.
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102.

from their Christian community?

Do you enjoy verbally encouraging the wavering, troubled,
or discouraged?

Do you regularly acquire and master new facts and princi-
ples from your own study of the Bible?

Do you feel strongly that the church should care for those
who are hurting and that you would like to help?

—103. Would you enjoy being called upon to do special jobs

around the church that no one else will do?
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104. Do people regularly share prayer requests with you because

105.

106.
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119.

they know you will pray about them?

Have other people ever told you that you ought to be teach-
ing on a regular basis?

Do you enjoy having strangers in your home?

Do you usually think about long-range goals rather than
short-range goals?

Have you regularly visualized great things for the future of
God’s work and seen them accomplished?

. Do you like the responsibility for the success or failure of a

group or organization?

. Has God used you to lead others to a decision for salvation

through faith in Christ?

. Do you make friends easily with people from different cul-

tures?

. Are you able to perceive and apply biblical truth to the spe-

cific needs of the body?

. Do you sense great satisfaction for helping someone else

become successful?

. Do you give things or money cheerfully and sacrificially to

the Lord’s work?

. Have you accurately perceived a person under satanic in-

fluence?

. Have you been effective helping needy Christians by guid-

ing them to relevant portions of the Bible and praying with
them?

Do people seek you out in order to get God’s solution to
their problems?

Do you have the ability to accurately discover new truths
from the Bible for yourself?

Are you patient to spend time with someone who is physically
suffering rather than wanting to leave as soon as you can?
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Spiritual Gifts Chart

1. After you have answered the 119 questions above, transfer your

answers (3, 2, 1, or 0) to the blanks under the question numbers

on the chart below.

0. 1 18
A
Q. 2 19
A
0. 3 20
A
0. 4 21
A
0. 5 22
A
0. 6 23
A
Q. 7 24
A
Q. 8 25
A
0. 9 26
A
0. 10 27
A
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TOTAL

GIFT

SERVICE

INTERCESSION

TEACHING

Hospiraumy

LEADERSHIP

FAITH

ADMINISTRATION

EVANGELISM

MISSIONS

WispoMm
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11 28 45 62 79 96 113

— . __ __ __ = __ Hgews

12 29 46 63 80 97 114

- . __ = ___ GvNe

13 30 47 64 81 98 115

—_— . . _ __ = __ DISCERNMENT
14 31 48 65 82 99 116

- = SHEPHERDING
15 32 49 66 83 100 117

- e = -~ EXHORTATION
16 33 50 67 84 101 118

- . _ __ = __ " KNOWLEDCE
17 34 51 68 85 102 119
o = MERCY

Now add together your seven numbers across each answer row
and enter the sum in the TOTAL column.

. Note the three highest rated gifts, and enter them below. Then

review the gift definitions that follow. The areas in which you
have scored highest provide a tentative evaluation of what your
gift(s) may be. This process should either affirm what you al-
ready know or provide direction for you to follow as God leads
you to use the gifts he has given you.

1.
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Definitions and Scripture References

SERVICE. The gift of service is the special ability that God gives
to certain members of the body of Christ to identify the unmet needs
involved in a task related to God’s work and make use of available re-

sources to meet those needs, thus helping accomplish the desired

goals. (Rom. 12:7; Eph. 6:5-9)

INTERCESSION. The gift of intercession is the special ability
that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to pray for ex-
tended periods of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific
answers to their prayers to a degree much greater than is expected of

the average Christian. (Col. 1:9-12; 1 Tim. 2:1-2)

TEACHING. The gift of teaching is the special ability that God
gives to certain members of the body of Christ to communicate bibli-
cal information relevant to the health and ministry of the body and its

members in such a way that others will learn. (Acts 13:1; 18:24-28;
Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11)

HOSPITALITY. The gift of hospitality is the special ability that
God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to provide an
open house and warm welcome to those in need of food and lodging.

(Acts 16:15; Rom. 12:9-13; Heb. 13:1-2; 1 Peter 4:9).

LEADERSHIP. The gift of leadership is the special ability that
God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to set goals in ac-
cordance with God’s purpose for the future and to communicate
those goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmo-
niously work together to accomplish those goals for the glory of God.

(Acts 15:7-12; Rom. 12:8; 1 Tim. 5:17)

Spirituél Gifts Questionnaire

FAITH. The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to cer-
tain members of the body of Christ to discern with extraordinary con-

fidence the will and purposes of God for the future of his work. (Acts
11:22-24; 27:21-25; 1 Cor. 12:9)

ADMINISTRATION. The gift of administration is the special
ability that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to un-
derstand clearly the immediate and long-range goals of a particular
unit of the body of Christ and to devise and execute effective plans for
the accomplishment of those goals. (Acts 6:1-7; 1 Cor. 12:28).

EVANGELISM. The gift of evangelism is the special ability that
God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to share the
gospel with unbelievers in such a way that men and women become

Jesus™ disciples and responsible members of the body of Christ. (Acts -

8:5; 6:26-40; 21:8; Eph. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:5)

MISSIONS. The gift of missions is the special ability that God
gives to certain members of the body of Christ to minister by means
of whatever other spiritual gifts they have in a second culture. (Acts

8:4-5; 13:2-3; 22:21; 1 Cor. 9:19-23; Eph. 3:7-8)

WISDOM. The gift of wisdom is the special ability that God gives
to certain members of the body of Christ to know the mind of the
Holy Spirit in such a way as to receive insight into how given knowl-

edge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the body of
Christ. (Acts 6:3, 10; 1 Cor. 12:8; James 1:5-6; 2 Peter 3:15)

HELPS. The gift of helps is the special ability that God gives to cer-
tain members of the body of Christ to invest the talents they have in the
life and ministry of other members of the body, thus enabling them to in-
crease the effectiveness of their spiritual gifts. (Rom. 16:1-2; 1 Cor. 12:28)
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GIVING. The gift of giving is the special ability that God gives to
certain members of the body of Christ to contribute their material re-

sources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.
(Luke 21:4; Acts 4:34; 2 Cor. 9:7)

DISCERNMENT. The gift of discernment is the special ability
that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to know with
assurance whether certain behavior purported to be of God is in reality

divine, human, or satanic. (Acts 16:16-18; 1 Cor. 12:10; 1 John 4:1-6)

SHEPHERDING. The gift of shepherding is the special ability
that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to assume a

long-term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a group of

believers. (Eph. 4:11; 1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 3:1-7)

EXHORTATION. The gift of exhortation is the special ability
that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to minister
words of comfort, consolation, encouragement, and counsel to other
members of the body in such a way that they feel helped and healed.

(Acts 14:22; Rom. 12:8; 1 Tim. 4:13; Heb. 10:25)

KNOWLEDGE. The gift of knowledge is the special ability that
God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to discover, ac-
cumulate, analyze, and clarify information and ideas that are perti-
nent to the growth and well-being of the body. (1 Cor. 12:8)

MERCY. The gift of mercy is the special ability that God gives to
certain members of the body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and
compassion for individuals, both Christian and non-Christian, who suf-
fer distressing physical, mental, or emotional problems, and to translate
that compassion into cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ’s love and

alleviate the suffering. (Matt. 5:7; Acts 16:33-34; Rom. 12:8; Heb. 4:16)
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